And a healthy day to all of you,

Bronxy is out of town this week so this article will sit comfortably right here in the forum. There is a seperate thread to respond to this article.

We have recently dropped some extra weight from our membership list. Rob is no longer with us. Can't say that I'm sad to see him go. He has long been famous for his sick posts about doing various sexual things to family members and what not. The tip of the iceberg was when he started making comments about my cousin. I gave him due warning but it had little effect. He made one final reference to my cousin and that was that. I dropped him like a bad habit. 

I think now, we are finally rid of our last freak. The rest of you actually have common sense and contribute postively to this forum, and for that I (and Bronxy) thank you. Don't get involved in insulting family members of people here. If somone starts talking about your family member, let me know. That person will be given one warning to stop and give a public apology. If the stuff continues, the guilty party will be banned without regret. I don't think we'll have any problems with y'all, just explaining the policy.

I think that does it for the rambling, on to the article...

After-War Iraq Thoughts

First off, Operation Iraqi Freedom is a testament to the effectiveness of the American Army. The 3-4 day "Shock and Awe" was extremely effective. We proved we could hit strategic locations with our missles with deadly accuracy. Our troops fought with efficiency, poise, and bravery. As did all of the coalition forces. Kudos to Gen. Franks and his command for orchestrating this decisive campaign. This war is truly decisive. It will take time for the idea to sink in that Saddam Hussein is no longer in power. I still don't fully comprehend it. Throughout my entire life, Saddam has been in power. I was in elementary school during the Gulf War. It really is the dawn of a new era.

Also have to hand it to the British Army. Good Lord, they fought for days none-stop to get the city of Bashra. That was by far the biggest fight of the war. The US just fired some artillary around Baghdad and the Republican Guard was no more. The US just waltzed right in. The Brits had by far the toughest assignment.

I would be remiss not to mention the Aussies. They entered combat for the first time since Vietnam. Perfect timing.

The greatest moment thus far, is the celebration of the Iraqi people. It clearly shows that they have always wanted to be free. They cheered for American troops and celebrated as each statue of Saddam fell. They have wanted freedom, and now they have it. All of the looting and robberies will subside. Sec. Rumsfeld said, and I totally agree, that these small crimes are extremely positive for the Iraqi people. It is a huge expression and outcry of their freedom. It is part of the process in helping them understand they are free. The crimes need to stop eventually. But in the short term, it is a healthy thing.

Instituting the new Iraqi government should be interesting. I seriously hope it is a democratic republic so that the Iraqi people are given the power that belongs in their hands. What we need right now is some public Iraqi figure to step up and organize things. Sure the Iraqis will respect what the US will do, but they need their own people to lead them.

One thing that pisses me the hell off is the UN and the rest of the anti-war coalition. The UN, France, Germany, and Russia are the biggest hypocritical bastards on the planet right now. The are absolutely ardent about having a post-war role. They want to help organize a government for Iraq, yet they didn't support the war that brought about this change. They want to take the spoils of a war they did not fight. I almost fell over laughing when Bush and Blair said that the UN would have a "significant post-war role." I hope it's something like sanatation duty, making sure the whole country has indoor plumbing. Bush/Blair are just saying that to let the UN and it's boys feel they have some sort of say in what goes on. But really, what can the UN do without the US, really. Nothing significant has ever been done withough US support. The UN and it's boys are not going to reject Iraq simply because it is a huge player in world politics. So shut up and wait for the scraps off the US/Britain/Coalition/Iraq table.

So where does Iraq sit in the grand scheme now? Close to the top. This whole argument with the UN and boys will die down. The major players in the world (US, Britain, France, Germany, Russia) will kiss and make-up because they are smart enough to realize that their cooperation is by far better for the world than their arguing. Iraq will eventually become a major player too, but after some serious reconstruction. Now, the US, Britain, and Iraq are going to be best-friends. Just by that association Iraq will become a top dog once everything is stable and they have a chance to rebuild, not to mention redifne themselves as Iraqis now that Saddam is gone. And can anyone say oil? I heard in the news that oil makes up 95% of Iraqi income. That's a lot, and they have a lot. Iraq has always been the top player in the Arab-Oil world, and will continue to be. But I think now we will see incredible advances in Iraqi society now that the cash flow goes to the government and in turn the people, not straight to a dictator's bank account. I am really looking forward to seeing what Iraq will do and is capable of now. They also need to develop some sort of other industry to take some pressure off oil. Not sure what, but I can't see another big business hurting the country.

Final Thoughts. Iraq is our friend. That sentiment will take a lot of people some time to get used to. They are a fantastic gourp of people with a bright furture ahead of them. Look for some great world leaders to come out of Iraq and a ton of tourist brouchures on Baghdad because it is a nice place.

That's what I have and I'll see y'all next time. Thanks for reading!

-Cole
